
 

 

 

 

 

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and 
protection of coastal fishery resources.  The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, 
coordinating the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous 
species. 
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Douglas Grout Elected ASMFC Chair 
 

St. Augustine, FL – Today, member states of the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission acknowledged the many accomplishments of 
outgoing Chair, Dr. Louis B. Daniel of North Carolina and elected Douglas 
Grout as its new Chair.  
 

In assuming the chairmanship, Mr. Grout spoke enthusiastically about his 
new position, “I am honored to be elected by my colleagues from the 15 
Atlantic coast states, and pledge to uphold the trust they have placed in me 
as I serve my term chairing the Commission.  Under my watch, I will work to 
lead the Commission responsibly through the many challenges inherent in 
managing our nation’s coastal fisheries.  I look forward to working closely 
with the Commission’s management partners and will ensure the voices of 
our many stakeholders are heard.”   

 
“My predecessor, Louis Daniel, has cemented his legacy as a champion of marine fisheries and a role model to 
those they support by guiding the Commission through two productive years that included major management 
decisions for two of the Atlantic coast’s most iconic species, Atlantic striped bass and Atlantic menhaden. 
Evidenced by the fact that a record number of Commission-managed fisheries are thriving, Louis never backed 
away from making tough decisions and always did what he believed to be the right thing.  Under his leadership, the 
Commission transitioned smoothly through a period of major staff turnover, avoided an Endangered Species Act 
listing of American eel, and completed numerous benchmark stock assessments. In a tough fiscal environment, he 
also fought to provide the states with the resources they needed to get the job done.”  
 
Mr. Grout currently serves as the Chief of the Marine Fisheries Division of the New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department where he has worked for over 30 years. He has been actively involved in the Commission process for 
many years, beginning in 1988 serving on the Management and Science Committee and numerous species technical 
committees. He received the Commission’s Award of Excellence in the Scientific/Technical/Advisory category in 
2005. As a Commissioner, he has chaired the Northern Shrimp Section, the American Lobster Board, and most 
recently, the Atlantic Striped Bass Board. Mr. Grout received his M.S. and B.S. in Zoology from the University of New 
Hampshire and is an American Fisheries Society Certified Fisheries Scientist. 
 
The Commission also elected James Gilmore from New York as its Vice-Chair.    PR15-32 

Atlantic States Marine  
Fisheries Commission 

 

     NEWS RELEASE 


