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ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Board
Approves State Implementation Plans to Reduce Harvest
Alexandria, VA – The Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board approved Addendum IV
implementation plans and conservation equivalency proposals for all the states and jurisdictions. The
implementation plans, which were reviewed and approved by the Technical Committee, contain state‐
specific management options that achieve a 25% reduction in harvest from 2013 levels for the coastal
fishery and 20.5% reduction in harvest from 2012 levels for the Chesapeake Bay fishery. Given the wide
range of options being considered, the Board recommended neighboring states and jurisdictions work
together to implement consistent management measures, especially on shared water bodies. This
recommendation was also supported by the Commission’s Law Enforcement Committee. Additionally, the
Board reminded states there is greater certainty in the percent reductions of simple management measures
(i.e., changes in bag or size limits) relative to more complex measures (e.g., slot/trophy fish and mode‐
specific options).
The Board also tasked the Technical Committee with expanding the exploration of stock‐specific reference
points to include the other producer areas, such as the Delaware Bay and the Hudson River stocks, in
addition to the Chesapeake Bay. The Board will review progress on the stock‐specific reference points at
its Spring Meeting in May.
States and jurisdictions must have final measures for implementing Addendum IV in place by the beginning
of their 2015 fishing seasons. For more information, please contact Mike Waine, Senor Fishery
Management Plan Coordinator, at mwaine@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and anadromous species.
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