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ASMFC Northern Shrimp Section Approves Draft Addendum I for Public Comment 

ME, NH, and MA Schedule Hearings for Early October  
 
Arlington, VA – The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Northern Shrimp Section has approved 
for public review and comment Draft Addendum I to Amendment 2 to the Interstate Fishery Management 
Plan for Northern Shrimp.  The Draft Addendum seeks to provide flexibility and transparency in the annual 
specification process with the goal of maximizing benefits to the fishery while ensuring stock rebuilding. It 
presents options to set a hard total allowable catch (TAC), allocate the TAC by gear type and/or state 
(including a transferability provision), and close the fishery when a percentage of the TAC is projected to be 
reached in order to account for late reporting.  The Draft Addendum also presents options to implement gear 
modifications to minimize the retention of small shrimp, establish set aside harvest for research, and require 
the payback of quota overages from one year to the next. 
 
The Draft Addendum responds to recent trends in the fishery and the resource that jeopardize the stability of 
the northern shrimp resource. For the last three fishing seasons, late and incomplete reporting and continued 
fluctuations in participation have led to overharvest of the TAC.  These overages coupled with a decline in 
stock abundance resulted in an overfished and overfishing stock status.  The Draft Addendum proposes 
refinements to the annual specification process to better control annual harvest and minimize risks to the 
resource as it rebuilds.  
 
Additionally, the Draft Addendum explores longer-term management options, such as limited entry 
programs, for consideration in the future.  In response to concern regarding shifts in effort to the northern 
shrimp fishery from market demands, stock condition, and reduced fishing opportunities in other New 
England fisheries, Amendment 2 approved, for future consideration,  the establishment of a limited entry 
program for the northern shrimp fishery (June 7, 2011 was set as the control date for the fishery).  Draft 
Addendum I seeks to continue a discussion on the various components of a limited entry system, including 
the categorization of effort in the fishery for the most recent time period.  The Draft Addendum will not 
implement limited entry for the upcoming season but does solicit feedback from the industry regarding 
potential limited entry programs that would be relevant to northern shrimp fishery in the future. Final action 
on the Addendum is slated to occur in November.   
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Atlantic coastal states from Maine through Massachusetts have scheduled their hearings to gather public 
comment on the Draft Addendum. The dates, times, and locations of the scheduled meetings follow: 
 
Maine Department of Marine Resources 
October 1, 2012; 4 PM 
Ellsworth Middle School  
20 Forrest Avenue 
Ellsworth, Maine 
Contact: Terry Stockwell at 207.624.6562 
 
October 2, 2012; 4 PM 
Yarmouth Log Cabin 
196 Main Street 
Yarmouth, Maine 
Contact: Terry Stockwell at 207.624.6562 
 
October 3, 2012; 4 PM 
Rockland High School – Oceanside East 
400 Broadway 
Rockland, Maine  
Contact: Terry Stockwell at 207.624.6562 
 

New Hampshire Fish and Game 
October 2, 2012; 7 PM 
Urban Forestry Center 
45 Elwyn Road 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Contact: Doug Grout at 603.868.1095 
 
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries 
October 4; 6:30 PM 
Annisquam River Station 
30 Emerson Avenue 
Gloucester, Massachusetts  
Contact: Michael Armstrong at 978.282.0308 

 
Fishermen and other interested groups are encouraged to provide input on the Draft Addendum either by 
attending state public hearings or providing written comment. The Draft Addendum is available on the 
Commission website (www.asmfc.org) under Breaking News or by contacting the Commission at 
703.842.0740. Public comment will be accepted until 5:00 PM (EST) on October 18, 2012 and should be 
forwarded to Mike Waine, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at 1050 N. Highland St., Suite 200 A-N, 
Arlington, VA 22201; 703.842.0741 (FAX) or mwaine@asmfc.org (Subject line: Shrimp Addend I). For 
more information, please contact Mike Waine at mwaine@asmfc.org. 

        
Motions 
Move to approve the new AP nominations to the AP.   
Motion made by Mr. Adler and seconded by Mr. Abbott. Motion carries. 
 
Move to include in issue 3.2 Option D add a D4 timeline 1998-2006 Maine trawl percentage would be 
73.45%; Maine trap would be 12.75; NH trawl would be 9.2%; and MA trawl would be 4.6%.  
Motion made by Mr. R White and seconded by Dr. Armstrong. Motion carries (2 in favor, 1 opposed). 
 
Motion to remove Issue 3.6 Weekly Trip Limit, from draft Addendum I.  
Motion made by Mr. Abbott and seconded by Mr. Adler. Motion carries.  
 
Motion to remove Option C and Option D from Issue 3.7 Size Sorting Grate System from draft 
Addendum I.  
Motion made by Mr. Abbott and seconded by Mr. Adler. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
Motion to approve Addendum I for public comment as amended.  
Motion made by Mr. Abbott and seconded by Mr. Damon. Motion carries unanimously. 
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