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ASMFC Seeks Proposals for a Socioeconomic Study
on Atlantic Menhaden Commercial Fisheries
Arlington, VA – The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission is soliciting proposals from research
teams to conduct a socioeconomic study of Atlantic menhaden commercial fisheries. The study, expected
to begin in February 2016, is intended to characterize the coastwide commercial fisheries, including bait
and reduction sectors and the fishing communities they support. Funding for the project has been
provided through a cooperative agreement with NOAA Fisheries. Approximately $80,000 will be available
to fund the study.
“We anticipate this project will be key to assisting the Board with future decisions on the management of
the menhaden resource,” stated Robert Boyles, Chair of the Commission’s Atlantic Menhaden
Management Board. “As such, we are hopeful state agencies and stakeholders will fully and openly
participate in the collection of new socioeconomic information. The Board will incorporate the products of
the study as it moves forward with the development of Draft Amendment 3 in 2017.”
The primary objective of the study is to provide socioeconomic information to better understand the
impacts of potential changes to the management of Atlantic menhaden commercial bait and reduction
fisheries. The project will identify individuals, families, firms, organizations, and communities to better
characterize the menhaden fisheries and their stakeholders. The study will also gather both primary and
secondary information from stakeholders and state agencies on the fisheries (e.g., landings, value,
participation, capacity utilization, fixed costs) and market (e.g., retailers/wholesalers, clients/purchasers,
number/types of employees) to more thoroughly evaluate the socioeconomic value of Atlantic menhaden.
The research deliverables were identified by the Commission’s Committee on Economics and Social
Sciences (CESS) using the general framework from a previous menhaden socioeconomic study conducted
in the Chesapeake Bay region by Kirkley and colleagues in 2011. CESS also worked closely with the Atlantic
Menhaden Board Allocation Workgroup to address research needs.
-moreThe Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and anadromous species.
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“We are excited the Commission was able to secure funding for this in-depth study of the menhaden
fishery,” said Madeleine Hall-Arber, CESS Chair. “The effort represents a new direction for the Commission
to provide detailed socioeconomic information to help managers better understand management impacts.
Similar resources are needed to support socioeconomic studies in other fisheries along the Atlantic Coast.
A full list of the anticipated project deliverables can be found within the Request for Proposals at
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/565b56a0MenhadenRFP_Nov2015.pdf. Proposals should be
submitted to Shanna Madsen (smadsen@asmfc.org) by 5 p.m. EST, January 4th, 2016. For more
information, please contact Shanna Madsen, Fisheries Science Coordinator, at smadsen@asmfc.org or
703.842.0740.
###

PR15-38

