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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

M19-88 

Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

 

October 24, 2019 
 

To: Atlantic Herring Management Board, Technical Committee, Advisory Panel, 
Interested Parties 

From: Toni Kerns, ISFMP Director  

RE: Revised Effort Controls for the Atlantic Herring Area 1A Fishery in Period 4 

 
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Atlantic Herring Management Board 
members from Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts revised effort control measures for 
the 2019 Area 1A (inshore Gulf of Maine) fishery for period 4 (November and December). The 
Area 1A fishery will remain at zero landing days for the remainder of October as the period 3 
quota has been met. 
 
For period 4, the Area 1A fishery will move to one landing day per week starting at 6:00 p.m. on 
November 3 for Maine and 12:01 a.m. on November 4 for Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
contingent upon a notice by NOAA Fisheries that the Area 1A sub-ACL has been adjusted. As 
outlined in the Atlantic herring specifications, if the New Brunswick weir fishery catch through 
October 1 is less than 4,000 mt, then 1,000 mt will be subtracted from the management 
uncertainty buffer and added to the Area 1A sub-ACL. NOAA Fisheries is currently evaluating 
landings data from the New Brunswick weir fishery and will make a determination in the 
coming weeks. If a notice by NOAA Fisheries has not been issued by 10 a.m. on October 31, the 
fishery will remain at zero landings until the transfer has occurred. Upon notification from 
NOAA Fisheries, the fishery will move to one landing day per week with a Sunday/Monday start 
date based on the timing of the announcement. In order to provide states enough time to 
notify stakeholders, the notice from NOAA Fisheries must be posted by 10 a.m. on Thursday for 
the fishery to move to one landing day the subsequent Sunday/Monday.  
 
Period 4 landings will be closely monitored and the directed fishery in Area 1A will close when 
92% of the sub-ACL is projected to be reached, or when 95% of the ACL for the stock-wide 
fishery is projected to be reached. Fishermen are prohibited from landing more than 2,000 
pounds of Atlantic herring per trip on days out of the fishery. 
 
Please note the Western Maine and Massachusetts/New Hampshire spawning areas remain 
closed through 11:59 p.m. on November 3 (vessels cannot take, land, or possess Atlantic 
herring during spawning closures).  
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For more information, please contact Kirby Rootes-Murdy, Senior Fishery Management Plan 
Coordinator, at krootes-murdy@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740. 
 
Motions 
 
For Period 4, one landing day starting 6:00 p.m. on November 3 for Maine, and 12:01 a.m. November 
4 for Massachusetts and New Hampshire so long as 1,000 mt has been transferred to the Area 1A sub-
ACL if the notice has been published by NOAA by the Thursday at 10am preceding a Sunday/Monday 
opening.  

If the transfer does not occur, the fishery will open the first Sunday/Monday after the notice has been 
published by NOAA the preceding Thursday at 10am. 

Motion by Mr. White, second by Mr. Kane. Motion carries by unanimous consent.  

 

mailto:krootes-murdy@asmfc.org

