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ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Board Extends Emergency Action
through October 28, 2024 & Continues Development of Additional
Measures to Aid Rebuilding

Arlington, VA — The Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board extended the current emergency action
through October 28, 2024 or until the implementation of Addendum Il to Amendment 7 of the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan. In May, the Board approved a 31-inch maximum size limit for the 2023 recreational fishery to
reduce harvest of the strong 2015-year class. The 31-inch maximum size limit applies to all existing recreational
fishery regulations where a higher (or no) maximum size applies, excluding the May Chesapeake Bay trophy
fisheries which already prohibit harvest of fish less than 35 inches. All bag limits, seasons, and gear restrictions
remain the same. All states and jurisdictions implemented the required measure by July 2, 2023.

The emergency action responds to the unprecedented magnitude of 2022 recreational harvest, which is nearly
double that of 2021, and new stock rebuilding projections, which estimate the probability of the spawning stock
rebuilding to its biomass target by 2029 drops from 97% under the lower 2021 fishing mortality rate to 15% if the
higher 2022 fishing mortality rate continues each year.

The extension of the emergency action provides the Board time to develop and finalize Draft Addendum II, which
will consider 2024 management measures designed to reduce fishing mortality to the target. Specifically, the Draft
Addendum will propose options for the ocean recreational fishery, including modifications to the slot limit with
harvest season closures as a secondary non-preferred option. It will also propose options for the Chesapeake Bay
recreational fisheries, as well all commercial fisheries, including maximum size limits.

The Board made changes to the Draft Addendum’s options and sought additional analyses on the impacts of those
revised options to the rebuilding of the resource. The Board will review a revised Draft Addendum and consider its
approval for public comment in October at the Commission’s Annual Meeting. If approved, the document will be
made available for public comment and the states/jurisdictions will conduct public hearings to solicit public
comment throughout the fall/early winter. It’s anticipated that the Board will consider public comment and take
final action in January at the Commission’s Winter Meeting. For more information, please contact Toni Kerns,
Fisheries Policy Director, at tkerns@asmfc.org.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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