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Statement of Problem

• American eel benchmark stock assessment 
found that the coastwide stock has declined in 
recent decades and the stock was declared 
depleted.

• No overfishing determination could be made.



Goal

• In August the American eel Management Board 
initiated the development of this Addendum.

• The goal of the Addendum is to further eel 
conservation and reduce mortality throughout 
all life stages.



Draft Addendum III

• Habitat Recommendations

• Monitoring Requirements 

• Commercial Management Measures

• Recreational Management Measures 



Habitat Recommendations

• Focus efforts on understanding habitat 
requirements for American eels, engage the 
relevant regulatory agencies to increase or 
improve upstream /downstream eel passage, 
and encouraging habitat restoration



Habitat Recommendations

• Development of quantifiable eel habitat enhancement goals 
through the creation of a coastwide eel habitat GIS database for 
the prioritization of habitat enhancement programs 

• Develop materials to support states in petitioning FERC for fish 
passage provisions in hydropower licensing and relicensing

• Assess non-FERC impoundements for eel passage recs

• Develop a timeline/target for amount of habitat to open up 
through creation of fish passage or dam removal, where feasible 
and/or  amount of habitat to enhance

• Assess other potential impacts caused by water supply and 
withdrawal, water diversions, and agricultural use 
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Monitoring Program

• Fisheries Independent Annual Surveys
– YOY, Yellow, and Silver Eels (Table 1)

– Multiple Life Stage 



Monitoring Program

• Fisheries Dependent Surveys
– mandatory reporting of catch and effort, of the 

commercial eel fishery (except for de minimis states)

– recommended to implement strategies within their 
reporting system to recover data on eels harvested 
for personal use. 

• Recommendation Marine Agencies work with 
Inland counterparts to standardize reporting of 
effort on inland waters eel populations.
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Draft Commercial 
Management Options

• Glass Eel Fisheries Measures 

– Option 1: Status Quo

– Option 2: Closure
• Immediate

• Delayed (5 years or other timeframe specified)

– Option 3: Quota
• Historical Average (1998 – 2011)

• Harvest Reductions (25% and 50%)

– Option 4: Dealer Restrictions 



Draft Commercial 
Management Options

• Yellow Eel Fisheries Measures 

– Option 1: Status Quo

– Option 2: Increase Minimum Size (8-12”)

– Option 3: Gear Restrictions

– Option 4: Coastwide Quota (Table 8)
• Historical Average (1980-2011)

• Historical Average (1990-2011)

• Harvest Restrictions (20%, 30%, 40%, or 50%)

– Option 5: Dealer Reporting Requirements 





Draft Commercial 
Management Options

• Silver Eel Fisheries Measures

– Option1: Status Quo

– Option 2: Gear Restrictions 



Draft Recreational 
Management Options

• Option 1: Status Quo

• Option 2: Reduce recreational bag limits



Timeline
 

Draft Addendum for Public Comment Developed 
 

Board Reviews Draft and Makes any necessary 
changes; Approves for public comment 

Management Board Review, Selection of 
Management Measures and Final Approval 

Current step in 
the Addendum 
Development 
Process  

September 2012 
– January 2013

 

February 2013 

May 2013 

Public Comment Period March – April 
2013 



AP Comment 

• One comment submitted. 

• Recommended measures forwarded for public 
comment included: 
– the moratorium for glass eel harvest 

– 50% reduction under the yellow eel commercial 
measures

• Noted that a 50% reduction in yellow eel harvest 
allows fisherman /bait dealers a possession limit 
far greater than needed to supply striped bass 
fishery with preferred natural bait.
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