
Working towards healthy, selfWorking towards healthy, self--sustaining populations sustaining populations 
for all Atlantic coast fish species or successful for all Atlantic coast fish species or successful 

restoration well in progress by 2015restoration well in progress by 2015restoration well in progress by 2015restoration well in progress by 2015
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Board MotionBoard Motion
In February the Board passed a motion to 

initiate the development of an addendum to 
incorporate recommendations by the Interstate 
Watershed Task Force (IWTF) and ASMFC 
Law Enforcement Committee (LEC) on 
reducing illegal harvest of striped bass



Task Force InvestigationTask Force Investigation
 IWTF’s investigation within Chesapeake Bay resulted in over 

$1 6 million dollars in fines le ied against 19 indi id als and 3$1.6 million dollars in fines levied against 19 individuals and 3 
corporations for more than one million pounds of illegal striped 
bass harvested estimated to be worth up to seven million 
dollars. 

 The investigation revealed that some of the control measures in 
l f l ti th h t f t i d b i ff tiplace for regulating the harvest of striped bass were ineffective 

or inadequately designed to maximize compliance. 
 The investigation also found that greater accountability of The investigation also found that greater accountability of 

wholesalers would be difficult to achieve without uniform tags 
(colors, design) and tagging requirements, valid year and size 
li i i ib d d i d d l lilimits inscribed on tags, and increased dealer compliance 
education.



Illegal HarvestIllegal Harvest
Illegal harvest of striped bass has the 

potential to undermine the sustainability of 
striped bass populations on the Atlanticstriped bass populations on the Atlantic 
Coast, as well as reduce the economic 
opportunities of commercial fishermenopportunities of commercial fishermen 
who are legally participating in the fishery. 
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Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Commercial Tagging Program 
l iImplementation

• Option 1 – Status Quo
• Option 2 – Mandatory Tagging Program
Under this option states would be required to p q

implement a tagging program when striped bass are 
commercially harvested within the state or 
jurisdictions waters. 
 The Board may choose to adopt for public hearing 

some or all of provisions in each of the following 
categories.



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Tag Information and Typeg yp
• Option 1 – State Program

St t i d t b it ll tStates are required to submit annually to 
ASMFC commercial tag color, style and 
i i ti f ll /inscription for all gears/areas

• Option 2– Uniform Tagging Program 
Board will develop a uniform tagging 

programprogram



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Tag Timing
Option 1 – No Action
Option 2 – Point of HarvestOption 2 Point of Harvest

• Sub-option 1 – Coastwide
• S b option 2 Programs initiated thro gh this• Sub-option 2 – Programs initiated through this 

addendum 
O ti 3 P i t f S lOption 3 – Point of Sale

• Sub-option 1 – Coastwide
• Sub-option 2 – Programs initiated through this 

addendum 



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Tag Allowanceg
Option 1 – No Action

O i 2 Bi l i l T AllOption 2 – Biological Tag Allowance
Under this option states or jurisdictions will p j

be required to distribute commercial tags to 
permit holders based on a biological metric g
approved by the Technical Committee. 



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Tag Accounting ag ccou t g
Option 1 – No Action
Option 2 – Tag Accountability
Commercial tagging program mustCommercial tagging program must 
require permit holders issued tags to 

i id iturn tags in or provide an accounting 
report for any unused tags prior to the 
start of the next fishing season. 



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Tag ReportingTag Reporting 
Option 1 – No Actionp
Option 2 ACCSP Standards
In addition, the unique commercial 
striped bass tag identification number p g
which can be linked to the individual 
fisherman must be reportedfisherman must be reported



Commercial Fishery 
Management MeasuresManagement Measures

Exportation po tat o
Under a mandatory commercial tagging 

it ld b l f l tprogram it would be unlawful to 
purchase striped bass without a 
commercial tag. This is to prevent the 
sale of striped bass into a state or p
jurisdiction where there is currently no 
commercial fishery programcommercial fishery program.



Recommended PenaltiesRecommended Penalties
Under this option it is recommended that 

states and jurisdictions strengthen their 
penalties for striped bass violations so thatpenalties for striped bass violations so that 
the penalties are sufficient to deter illegal 
harvest of striped bassharvest of striped bass. 
Tag Accountability 



TimelineTimeline



Commercial Fishery StatusCommercial Fishery Status
 Coastal commercial harvests has averaged 2.95 million 

pounds since 2003. 
 MA and NY land on average 60% of the total coastal 

allocationallocation. 
 Quota has not been exceeded in any year. 

 Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has landed on average Chesapeake Bay commercial fishery has landed on average 
4.2 million pounds annually

AS/RR commercial landings have averaged 68% of the g g
total management area commercial quota.

 In total the commercial fishery landed an estimated 7.29 
million pounds in 2010, which is lower than landings in 
2009 as well as the 2003-2010 average.



Stock StatusStock Status

Not overfished and overfishing is not occurringNot overfished and overfishing is not occurring
Juvenile recruitment
 b i iMycobacteriosis



Striped bass stock status Striped bass stock status 
and 

j ti  f    projections for 2011 ‐2017

Alexandria, VA
May 1 2012



Stock Status

6

1.8

2

Overfishing 
O fi h d

1 2

1.4

1.6 Overfished Overfishing
Not Overfished

0 8

1

1.2

F/
Fr
ef

N  O fi hi
2010

0.4

0.6

0.8 Not Overfishing
Overfished

 O f h

0

0.2

0.4 Not Overfishing
Not Overfished

0.00 0.50 1.00 1.50 2.00

SSB/SSBref



SSB Threshold

2 00E+07

2.50E+07

1.50E+07

2.00E+07

m
be

r)

1.00E+07

Re
cr
ui
ts
 (n

um

5.00E+06

R

2005‐2010

0.00E+00

10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000

Female SSB (mt)



Projections

• Projected 2010 abundance‐at‐age forward through 2017

• Calculated abundance  exploitable biomass  female • Calculated abundance, exploitable biomass, female 
spawning stock biomass and expected landings

• Used 2010 selectivity pattern

• Used two recruitment (age 1 abundance) scenarios :• Used two recruitment (age‐1 abundance) scenarios :
Low  – average 2005‐2010
Average – average 1989‐2008g g 9 9

• Used Fcurrent=0.23, F=0.20 (‐13%), F=0.15 (‐34%), and 
F 0 10 ( 56%) starting in 2012 (2011 same as 2010)F=0.10 (‐56%) starting in 2012 (2011 same as 2010)



45000 Ages 3‐8 Abundance 45000 Ages 3‐8 Abundance
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60000 Ages 3‐8 Exploitable Biomass 60000 Ages 3‐8 Exploitable Biomass
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Low Recruitment Average Recruitment
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Low Recruitment Average Recruitment
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Female SSB, Avg. Recruits, Start 2013
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Female SSB, Avg. Recruits, Start 2014 Female SSB, Avg. Recruits, Start 2015
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Female SSB, Low Recruits, Start 2013

80 000

30,000
40,000
50,000
60,000
70,000
80,000

M
et
ri
c 
to
ns

10,000
20,000

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

M

Year
F=0.23 F=0.20 F=0.15
F=0.10 SSB Ref Pt

Female SSB, Low Recruits, Start 2014 Female SSB, Low Recruits, Start 2015
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Projected 2017 SSB as a % of threshold

Action year F=0.23 F=0.20 F=0.15 F=0.10
Low recruitment

2013 96.3% 106.8% 127.0% 151.3%

2014 96 3% 104 5% 119 8% 137 5%2014 96.3% 104.5% 119.8% 137.5%

2015 96.3% 102.0% 112.2% 123.5%

Action year F=0.23 F=0.20 F=0.15 F=0.10
Average Recruitment

2013 99.0% 109.6% 130.1% 154.6%

2014 99.0% 107.3% 122.9% 140.7%

2015 99.0% 104.8% 115.2% 126.7%



Retrospective Analysis
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Percent Change Between 2010 and 2017

Ages 3‐8 Exploitable Biomass

F LR AR

Ages 3‐8 Abundance

F LR AR

0.23 ‐24.6 ‐7.9

0.20 ‐20.2 ‐3.1

0.15 ‐12.2 5.8

0.23 ‐9.6 22.7

0.20 ‐7.0 25.9

0.15 ‐2.3 31.6 0.15 12.2 5.8

0.10 ‐3.1 15.9

0.15 2.3 31.6

0.10 2.9 37.8

Ages 8+ Exploitable Biomass

F LR AR

Ages 8+ Abundance

F LR AR

0.23 ‐23.1 ‐23.1

0.20 ‐12.4 ‐12.4

0 15 9 0 9 0

0.23 ‐23.1 ‐23.1

0.20 ‐13.0 ‐13.0

0 15 6 8 6 8 0.15 9.0 9.0

0.10 35.7 35.7

0.15 6.8 6.8

0.10 31.2 31.2



Fishing Mortality
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Biomass
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